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God is ‘greater than’...

...whom or what?



Note: Headings in this 

menu are hyperlinks. 

Click on them to go to 

the relevant page

*****

Introduction

God is greater than:

All

Christ

 All gods

Man

The temple

Jonah

Solomon

Conclusion

References 

2/9



Note: Headings in this 

menu are hyperlinks. 

Click on them to go to 

the relevant page

*****

Introduction

God is greater than:

All

Christ

 All gods

Man

The temple

Jonah

Solomon

Conclusion

References 

3/9



Note: Headings in this 

menu are hyperlinks. 

Click on them to go to 

the relevant page

*****

Introduction

God is greater than:

All

Christ

 All gods

Man

The temple

Jonah

Solomon

Conclusion

References 

4/9



Note: Headings in this 

menu are hyperlinks. 

Click on them to go to 

the relevant page

*****

Introduction

God is greater than:

All

Christ

 All gods

Man

The temple

Jonah

Solomon

Conclusion

References 

5/9



Note: Headings in this 

menu are hyperlinks. 

Click on them to go to 

the relevant page

*****

Introduction

God is greater than:

All

Christ

 All gods

Man

The temple

Jonah

Solomon

Conclusion

References 

6/9



Note: Headings in this 

menu are hyperlinks. 

Click on them to go to 

the relevant page

*****

Introduction

God is greater than:

All

Christ

 All gods

Man

The temple

Jonah

Solomon

Conclusion

References 

7/9

Jewish prophet v Gentile empire

Jonah was the servant of the God of Israel, from Gath-hepher (2 Kings 14:25). This was a Galilean 
village of the tribe of Zebulun, near Sepphoris (Joshua 19:10-13). Jonah prophesied the success of 
king Jeroboam II son of Joash, in his war with Syria, by which he would restore the territory that 
other nations had wrested from Israel. Jonah's next prophetic task was Nineveh (see Jonah 1-2).

The Lord urged Jonah to go immediately to Nineveh, which was the last capital city of ancient 
Assyria, located on the east bank of the Tigris River. It was the most powerful city in the ancient 
Near East as the capital of the mighty Neo-Assyrian Empire. But its size was not the reason for the 
urgency of God's command, but rather its sin. Nineveh was big but broken before God physically, 
socially or morally. But, Jonah didn't quite have God’s sense of  urgency and ran away.

Jonah had good reason to be prejudiced against the Ninevites and Assyrians, for it was an idolatrous, 
proud, and ruthless nation and had long been a threat to Israel. For Shalmaneser the king of Assyria 
captured Samaria having besieged it for three years. Then he carried the Israelites away to Assyria (2 
Kings 17:5). Further, because Israel was unfaithful to God and worshiped the gods of the native 
peoples, God stirred up the spirit of King Tilgath-pilneser of Assyria, and he carried away the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh (1 Chronicles 5:25-26).

It would seem that Jonah was happy that he prophesied the success of king Jeroboam II in his war 
with Syria, but he had no appetite to take a return trip of thousands of kilometres to warn the 
Assyrian enemy of impending judgment. As far as he was concerned, they deserved the wrath of 
God. So, Jonah was happy to cherry pick in the service of God. He would help his nation, but not his 
nation's enemies (Jonah 1:3, 10). To avoid what he felt was a distasteful task of service to God and 
men, He walks 100kms from his home town south west to Joppa and takes a ship to Tarshish.

However, he did change his mind and preached God’s message to Nineveh. The people of Nineveh 
were Gentiles outside the commonwealth of Israel. They were ignorant of God, pagan, evil, and 
violent. God spoke to them through the Jonah and they repented of their sin and turned to God. 

What a contrast to God’s people Israel. Her leaders, the Pharisees and Scribes charged Jesus with 
being in league with Satan for healing the demoniac. These leaders were responsible to lead the 
Jewish people into godliness: holiness of character and righteousness of conduct. These were men 
whose lineage boasted of a personal relationship with God Most High. They were the repository of 
the commandments, statutes, and ordinances of YHWH. They were custodians of the covenant of 
faith. They were to be the example to the nations of a God fearing, God honoring, God serving 
people. Yet they called God’s Son a servant of Satan, hated Him, condemned Him, and had Him 
crucified. Why? Because He exposed their godless corruption.

Accordingly, the Lord said that on the day of judgment the Ninevites, who repented of their sin, 
would be called by the Lord of Glory to testify against these unrepentant Jewish apostates, spiritual 
adulterers, and idolaters. 

... see, a greater than Jonah is here.

Jonah was a successful prophet, and the Lord commanded that with Himself, the Pharisees and 
Scribes see (imperative, a command) more of Jonah here. Christ shows them all of what Jonah said 
and did, and more, and the command was to see it and believe.

In that sense of ‘more’, He was greater than Jonah.
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