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Holy Spirit - Person

1

The Holy Spirit: A person or just a force
?

1. What is a ‘spirit’? 

Scriptus means ‘having been written’, and this Scriptus Paper concerns various questions I have about the 
Holy Spirit, which you may have too.

The English word "spirit" was borrowed both from the French (espirit), and the Latin (spīritus), 
meaning "breath", wind, breeze. By extension it also came to mean immaterial being, the vital 
principle animating the world, consciousness, and emotion (Oxford University Press). Some people 
think of the spirit as a presence that's separate from the body, which is why spirit is another word for 
ghost (vocabulary.com). So, what does the Hebrew Bible (HB) and the New Testament (NT) say? 

‘Ruach’ - HB

‘Ruach’ is the word in the Hebrew Bible for ‘spirit’, and occurs 378 times. ‘Spirit’ is by far the 
dominant meaning among many, and the various meanings may be classified as physical, 
physiological, emotional or spiritual. 

Physical

The base meaning of ruach  is "moving air" — whether in the form of breath, a breeze, or violent 
storm winds (Brown-Driver-Briggs). It is this force rather than the movement that attracts attention 
(Olagunju). Agreeing Hoyle describes the primary significance of ruah is ‘air in motion', as wind or 
breath, and its power in manifestation, or energy. 

Ruach can refer to the air (Job 41:16), or to a stormy wind, whirlwind or tempest (Isaiah 25:4, 
Habakkuk 1:11, Psalm 11:6, Ezekiel 1:4). It also refers to compass directions or the four winds 
(Jeremiah 49:36, Ezekiel 37:9), or to the four sides (ruach) of the temple (1 Chronicles 9:24, Ezekiel 
42:15-20). 

Physiological

Daniel’s spirit (ruach) was in its sheath (Daniel 7:15). This text views the body as a container or 
receptacle for the spirit somewhat like a sheath or scabbard is for a knife or a sword.  So, ruach is the 
breath as the life-power of animals (Genesis 7:15, Psalm 104:25, 29), and of humans (Isaiah 42:5, 
Ezekiel 37:5).  

Emotional

Ruach may be  jealous (Numbers 5:14), violent (Isaiah 25:4), bitter (I Kings 21:5), angry, frustrated 
(Proverbs 29:11), like a city breached, without walls  (Proverbs 25:29), exalting folly and lacking of 
understanding (Proverbs 14: 29), troubled by a dream that is not understood (Daniel 2:3). See 
Psalms 77:2-3, Joshua 2:11, 5:1, and 1 Kings 10:4-5 for other examples.
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Spiritual

This higher level of ruach often designates mental, moral or spiritual states. For example, it is 
connected to the mind, thoughts, and deceit (Psalm 32:2, Ezekiel 11:5), patience, humility and pride 
(Ecclesiastes 7:8, Isaiah 57:15), self control, wisdom and skill (Proverbs 17:27, Exodus 28:3, 
Deuteronomy 34:9), wholeheartedness (Numbers 14:24, Isaiah 26v9).

Pneuma - NT

‘Pneuma’ occurs 359 times in the NT and is mainly translated as ‘spirit’.  Like its Hebrew 
counterpart, pneuma has a basic meaning of ‘air in motion’, or ‘breath’ as something necessary to 
life. The pie chart below shows that "pneuma" is used predominantly for the Holy Spirit, and much 
less so for the human spirit and evil or unclean spirits. After these, it is used for angels, as a symbol, 
and for wind.

2. Is the Holy Spirit a Person? 

Holy

Firstly, consider the adjective ‘holy’, which is (qodesh) in the HB, a multifaceted word including 
sacrifice, a gateway, and the power, joy and peace of God. Moreover, the numerical value of qodesh

is the same for an almond, a metaphor for fulfillment.  This looks like progressive steps; sacrifice 
leads to a gateway, to the power, joy, peace of God and fulfillment with Him (Bentorah). According 
to Abarim Publications, qodesh coincides with one-ness, wholeness and life, and in the NT, "holy" 
stems from an ancient Proto-Indo-European root "kailo" meaning whole.

These are the characteristics of a person, not the features of an impersonal force or influence.
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Spirit

Secondly consider the word ‘spirit’. Linguistically, masculine terminology dominates the Scripture 
references to God. God is never given a feminine name, or referred to using feminine pronouns. The 
Bible speaks of the Godhead, including the Holy Spirit, in masculine relational terms. 

In Greek, the language of the NT, words are masculine, feminine or neuter and the word for ‘spirit’ 
by itself (pneuma) is neuter in form.  This has led some to conclude that the Holy Spirit is not a 
person but rather a force, the invisible power and energy by which God is everywhere present. But 
the gender of a word in Greek or Hebrew has nothing to do with gender identity. For example, 
‘child’ is also neuter in the NT and the same logic would have to argue the proposition that a child is 
not a person. 

A person thinks, feels, and behaves. Using these guidelines, the Holy Spirit meets all the 
requirements of personhood. For example, the Holy Spirit has cognitive functions because He has 
knowledge or thoughts (1 Corinthians 2:10–11) and a will (1 Corinthians 12:11). Further, He has 
emotions for He comforted the early Christians (Acts (9:31), He can be saddened (Ephesians 4:30), 
quenched (1 Thessalonians 5:19), loved (Romans 15:20), and insulted (Hebrews 10:29).  Also, we 
read of His behaviour-He spoke to Simeon, Philip, Peter and other apostles (Luke 2:25-26, Acts 
8:29, 10:19, 11:12, 13:1-3, 15:28, 20:22-23, 22:11), He taught the apostles (John 14:26, 15:26, 
Ephesians 3:5), He prays for us (Romans 8:26), His power washed us and made us acceptable to God 
(1 Corinthians 6:11), He creates (Matthew 1:18-20, Luke 1:35), and He raises from the dead 
(Romans 1:4, 8:11), to name a few. 

Finally, Jesus expressed the personhood of the Holy Spirit by using the demonstrative nominative 
singular masculine pronoun (ekeinos, that one, or he) in John 16:13 to refer to the coming Holy 
Spirit who would guide his apostles into all truth. Without doubt, He is a person.

3. Is the Holy Spirit God? 

This question is also related to the ‘filioque’ controversy (means “and son” in Latin). That is, “from 
whom did the Holy Spirit proceed, the Father, or the Father and the Son?” The phrase “and son” was 
added to the Nicene Creed, indicating that the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father “and Son.” 
There was so much contention over this issue that it eventually led to the split between the Roman 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches in A. D. 1054. The two churches still disagree on the 
filioque clause.

The Scriptures are clear on this controversy. While humans originate out of the earth (1 Corinthians 
15:47), both the Spirit of God and Son of God came not from this world but from the Father (John 
14:26, 15:26-28). Further, the Holy Spirit is said to be God (Acts 5:4) and all the attributes of God 
and Christ are predicated of Him - for example He is eternal (Hebrews 9:14), omnipotent (1 Peter 
3:18), omnipresent (Psalm 139:7-10), omniscient (1 Corinthians 2:10-11), creator (Job 26:13, Psalm 
33:6, 104:30), and sanctifier (1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 Peter 1:2). The answer to 
the question asked above is clearly ‘yes’.

Those who oppose the filioque clause object because they believe the Holy Spirit proceeding from 
the Father and the Son makes the Holy Spirit “subservient” to the Father and Son. On this basis, they 
would also have to object to God being the Head of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:2), and the Son being 
subject to the Father at the end when Christ delivers the kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-
28). The solution to this apparent contradiction is to distinguish between equality of essence and 
functional role.

4. What is the difference between the Holy Spirit and Holy Ghost?

None. In the days of Shakespeare or King James, ghost meant the living essence of a person, and 
"breath" or "soul" were often used as synonyms of "ghost."  During these times, “spirit” normally 
meant the essence of a departed person or a demonic or paranormal apparition. As language evolved, 
people started saying "ghost" when speaking of the vision of a dead person while "spirit" became the 
standard term for life.
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5. How do we distinguish the Holy Spirit from the unholy spirits?
Quite simply, on the basis of their theology.  Look at these texts that show a connection between the 
spirit world and the spoken word, whether good or bad:

For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he does not give the Spirit sparingly
(John 3:34). 

Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times some will desert the faith and occupy themselves 
with deceiving spirits and demonic teachings (1 Timothy 4:1). 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world (1 John 4:1).  

And, by what yardsticks are they to be tested? John added:

By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses Jesus as the Christ who has come in 
the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God, and this is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming, and now is already in the world. They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the world's perspective and the world listens to them. We 
are from God; the person who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God does not listen 
to us...By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deceit (1 John 4:2-6). 

The first yardstick is whether a person’s theology honours Christ as the incarnate Son of God. The 
second yardstick is a commitment to apostolic teaching.

6. What does it mean to resist the Holy Spirit?

The relevant text is Acts 7:51-53: 
You stubborn people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit, 
like your ancestors did!  Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those 
who foretold long ago the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have 
now become! You received the law by decrees given by angels, but you did not obey it.

Stephen’s audience had betrayed and murdered Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, and had received 
the written word of God in the law of Moses and had not obeyed it. That is, resisting the Holy Spirit 
is done when we resist or disobey the word of God-whether living or written.

7. How can I quench the Holy Spirit?

See I Thessalonians 5:19-20: 

Do not extinguish (quench) the Spirit (or put out the Spirit’s flame). Do not treat prophecies with contempt. 

Quenching the Holy Spirit is defined by treating the word of God (prophecies) with contempt.

8. Can I insult the Holy Spirit?

How much greater punishment do you think that person deserves who has contempt for the Son of God, 
and profanes the blood of the covenant that made him holy, and insults the Spirit of grace? (Hebrews 10:29).

It seems that the recipients of this letter, brought up as Jews and converted to Christianity, struggled 
to abandon the shadow (temple, animal sacrifices, priesthood, old covenant) after the substance 
(Christ) had come. These HB rituals were merely a material model of greater spiritual realities in 
Christ. To leave the shadow, embrace the substance, and then leave it for the shadow again is to treat 
with contempt the Son of God and the blood of the new covenant. It is equivalent to insulting the Holy 
Spirit.
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9. What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, and can it be committed today?
The relevant texts are Matthew 12:22-32, Mark 3:20-30, Luke 121:8-12. Below is the passage from 
Mark:

3:20 Now Jesus went home, and a crowd gathered so that they were not able to eat. 3:21 When his 
family heard this they went out to restrain him, for they said, "He is out of his mind." 3:22 The 
experts in the law who came down from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and, "By 
the ruler of demons he casts out demons." 3:23 So he called them and spoke to them in parables: 
"How can Satan cast out Satan? 3:24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom will not be 
able to stand. 3:25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 3:26 And 
if Satan rises against himself and is divided, he is not able to stand and his end has come. 3:27 But 
no one is able to enter a strong man's house and steal his property unless he first ties up the strong 
man. Then he can thoroughly plunder his house. 3:28 I tell you the truth, people will be forgiven for 
all sins, even all the blasphemies they utter. 3:29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 
will never be forgiven, but is guilty of an eternal sin" 3:30 (because they said, "He has an unclean 
spirit")(Mark 3:20-30).

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, then, is attributing to Satan the miraculous works of Jesus done 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. That is, they said that Jesus Christ was demon-possessed not Spirit-
filled. 

Can it be committed today? In a direct sense it cannot because the circumstances under which the sin 
is described do not exist today - we do not have the opportunity to witness Jesus performing miracles 
in person. Jesus Christ is not on earth—He is seated at the right hand of God. Secondly, if it were 
possible to commit this sin after the resurrection of Christ, we would expect the writers of the NT to 
mention it-and they don’t. 

Nevertheless, there is a valid counter argument. For example, people today say that Jesus was a 
madman based on their understanding of the evidence in the NT. They said the very same thing in 
Jesus’ day based not on the written record but on first-hand experience (see v21 above). Does this 
make people today less culpable than their counterparts of 2000 years ago? If the answer to this is 
‘yes’, then we completely destroy the value of biblical revelation. If the answer is ‘no’, then we must 
also allow that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit can be committed today.

10. Am I able to grieve the Holy Spirit?

You certainly can. Ephesians 4:30 reads,  "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption." This verse occurs within a wider passage (v20-32) that is 
about our thoughts and actions being renewed in relation to each other as a community of 
Christians. 

“Grieve" is deep emotional pain, that can only be felt by a person who loves us. Indeed, what 
distresses the Holy Spirit of God is the disunity that rips the body of Christ apart through a variety 
of un-Christian behaviours that are mentioned in the verse to follow-bitterness, anger, wrath, 
quarrelling, evil, slanderous talk, and these are to be replaced with kindness, compassion, and 
forgiveness.

Conclusion
Let’s leave the concluding statement to AW Tozer:

"Spell this out in capital letters: THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON. He is not enthusiasm. He is not 
courage. He is not energy. He is not the personification of all good qualities, like Jack Frost is the 
personification of cold weather. Actually, the Holy Spirit is not the personification of anything...... 
He has individuality. He is one being and not another. He has will and intelligence. He has hearing. 
He has knowledge and sympathy and ability to love and see and think. He can hear, speak, desire, 
grieve and rejoice. He is a Person." 
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Encourage disciples, expose sin, exalt the Son

2

The Holy Spirit - Purpose

Every time we say, "I believe in the Holy Spirit," we mean that we believe that there 
is a living God able and willing to enter human personality and change it (J B 

Phillips)

1. What is the role of the Holy Spirit after Christ’s ascension?
After Christ’s ascension, the Spirit’s ministry was to be universal, involving the Godhead, God’s 
people, and God’s world:

a. For God’s people the Spirit was to be another paraclete (advocate) to ENCOURAGE them in 
place of Christ (John 14:15-21). On the sheer weight of reference numbers this is the most important 
purpose;

b. For the world order the Spirit was to EXPOSE its sin in rejecting Christ while accepting the ruler 
of the world (John 16:8-11), and 

c. For God, the Spirit was to EXALT the Son and the Father in receiving from the Godhead divine 
truth and revealing it to the apostles (John 16:12-16).

2. Is the relationship of the Spirit to God’s people different than before?
In the HB, the Spirit filled Bezaleel (Exodus 31:3; 35:31), He came upon others (Numbers 24:2; 
Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 1 Samuel 10:10; 16:13; 2 Chronicles 15:1), and He was in Joshua 
(Numbers 27:18), and in Daniel (Daniel 4:8; 5:11-14; 6:3). All of these functions also describe the 
relationship of the Spirit to New Testament (NT) Christians.

On the night before He died, the Lord spoke to His apostles about the Spirit replacing Him as another 
advocate. The Spirit, He said, “abides (present) with you and will be (future) in you” (John 14:17, 
15:26; 16:7-8, 13). This revelation flagged a change in the relationship of the Spirit to God’s people 
before the ascension of Christ and afterwards.  

For example, the Spirit empowered Samson but later left him (Judges 13:25; 16:20), and Saul (1 
Samuel 10:10; 16:13-14); David too, was fearful that this departure might happen to him and 
requested; “Do not reject me! Do not take your Holy Spirit away from me” (Psalm 51:11). As NT 
believers enjoy the permanent presence of the Holy Spirit, they do not need to make such a prayer.
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3. If the Spirit guides His people into all truth, why are there doctrinal disagreements? 

Firstly, note that the promise of the Spirit’s guiding into all truth was given to the apostles who 
received the doctrines of the NT (John 16:13). That does not include all believers, whose 
responsibility is to:

1. Remember such apostolic teachings (Jude 17). 

2. Retain a spiritual disposition as 1 Corinthians 2:15 confirms:
The one who is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is understood by no one.

3. Request spiritual insight as Ephesians 1:17-19 says:
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual 
wisdom and revelation in your growing knowledge of him, – since the eyes of your heart 
have been enlightened – so that you may know what is the hope of his calling, what is 
the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the incomparable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, as displayed in the exercise of his 
immense strength. 

Thus, doctrinal disagreements will never be caused by the Spirit’s inadequate guidance, but by the 
saints’ inadequate knowing and following.

4. Does the anointing of the Holy Spirit mean that no other Bible teacher is needed?
The relevant passage is 1 John 2:18-27:

2:18 Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, so now 
many antichrists have appeared. We know from this that it is the last hour. 2:19 They went out 
from us, but they did not really belong to us, because if they had belonged to us, they would 
have remained with us. But they went out from us to demonstrate that all of them do not belong 
to us. 
2:20 Nevertheless you have an anointing out from the Holy One, and you all have seen.
2:21 I have not written to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it, and that 
no lie is of the truth. 
2:22 Who is the liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This one is the 
antichrist: the person who denies the Father and the Son. 
2:23 Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father either. The person who confesses 
the Son has the Father also. 
2:24 As for you, what you have heard from the beginning must remain in you. If what you 
heard from the beginning remains in you, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 
2:25 Now this is the promise that he himself made to us: eternal life. 
2:26 These things I have written to you about those who are trying to deceive you.
2:27 Now as for you, the anointing that you received from him resides in you, and you have 
no need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things, it is true 
and is not a lie. Just as it has taught you, you reside in him.

Firstly, let’s identify the ‘Holy One’ Who does the anointing (v20). ‘Holy One’ occurs eight times in 
the NT. The first in line were the unclean spirits, demons who asserted that Jesus of Nazareth was 
the Holy One of God (Mark 1:24, Luke 4:34), and then the disciples (John 6:69), and then Peter and 
Paul (Acts 2:27, 13:35). Also, the Lord used the descriptor of Himself (Revelation 3:7), as did an 
angel (Revelation 16:4). Moreover, the One Who does the anointing is Christ (christos), the 
Anointed One.

And you (plural), John’s believing readers have (present) an anointing (chrisma), from the Anointed 
One, and it resides in them. But what is the anointing that resides in believers?
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4. Anointing of the Holy Spirit continued

The anointing resident is not identified. However, we know that the Holy Spirit is one resident (John 
14:15, 1 John 4:12-13;), and the Lord Himself is another (John 14:20, 1 John 2:6), and the Father is 
another (John 14:23, 1 John 4:12-14), in order that we might be filled with all the fulness of God
(Ephesians 3:19).

Finally, what is the truth that they don’t need further teaching about? The text above is specific: Who 
is the liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This one is the antichrist: the person 
who denies the Father and the Son (2:22). And, of course, if John was saying that no one should 
teach his readers apart from the Holy Spirit, then why did he send them this letter that is full of 
teaching?  This obvious contradiction should caution us against interpreting the texts to mean that 
the Holy Spirit does away with the need for human teachers.

5. What is praying in the Spirit?

‘Praying in the Spirit’ is mentioned twice. Ephesians 6:18 says: 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

This means that praying in the Spirit is being comprehensive in terms of occasions and needs.

Jude 20-21 says: 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
eternal life. 

Notice that prayer is flanked on the left by faith, and on the right by hope and love. This means that 
praying in the Spirit is biblical (according to the faith of Jude 3) on the one hand, and practical on 
the other. 

6.  What are we to understand by the leading of the Spirit?
The relevant texts are: 

Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness (Luke 4:1).

Jesus modelled perfectly the fullness and the leading of the Holy Spirit. One cannot imagine being 
led without the fullness, nor the converse of being filled by the Spirit and not led (see questions 9 
and 10  in Part 4 for information on our role in being filled). Being ‘led’, Jesus was under the 
controlling influence or direction of the Holy Spirit, and was not passively carried away by the 
Spirit (as Philip was in Acts 8:39) into the desert but was led to go there under His own steam.

But I say, live by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh. For the flesh has 
desires that are opposed to the Spirit, and the Spirit has desires that are opposed to the flesh, for 
these are in opposition to each other, so that you cannot do what you want. But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law (Galatians 5:16-18).

In the Galatian letter Paul addressed the theological problem of Christians who had received the 
Holy Spirit by faith but wanted to perfect their faith by the works of the law, which he equated to the 
lust or works of the flesh. It would be contradictory of the Spirit who had led them to faith at the 
start of their Christian lives, to then turn around and lead them to the works of the law to finish their 
Christian lives. Thus to "live or walk by the Spirit," (v16), to be "led by the Spirit" (v18), and the 
"fruit of the Spirit" (v22-23) are closely related if not identical. 
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6. leading of the Spirit continued

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of 
servitude leading again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we are God’s children (Romans 8:14-16).

Notice the contrasts here. Firstly, the Spirit of God and the Spirit of adoption versus the spirit of 
servitude.  Servitude (douleia), means the function, status and activities of a servant.

‘Adoption’ (huiothesia) is a composite noun, the first noun is (huios), meaning son and (huiothesia) 
means son-establishing (Abarim Publications). The crucial difference between a natural son and an 
adopted son is that the first one is origin-oriented whereas the second one is destination-oriented. 
We all come from earth but people whose attentions remain on earth are very much aware of their 
name, their home city, their family, their gene pool, skin tone, native language, nation, flags, 
fatherland; all that. These people hold that brothers are people one shares a womb with, and norms 
and slogans and fashions. People whose attentions span into the heavens, however, can't care less 
where anybody comes from, whose womb they gestated in and who with, what language they speak, 
what food they fancy, where their tax money goes to die, or what their forefathers were up to. 

In the Roman worldview, sonship did not primarily point backward to begetting, but forward to 
inheritance, and transmission of power often through adoption. For emperors, who had trouble 
propagating through natural begetting, they adopted their sons as ’sons of God’. Far from being 
second-class family members, they were pivotal and often favoured. Whether Augustus, Nero, 
Trajan, or Hadrian, adopted sons such as these were affiliated into their roles and accepted as natural 
members of the ruling “dynasty” (Peppard).

So, to be an adopted son in that world was far better than being a servant, hence the Spirit of 
adoption is Spirit who makes favoured sons of the Living God. These are also ‘children’ (teknon), 
meaning more generally offspring or posterity (Matthew 3:9, Acts 2:39, Romans 9:7). This word is 
also used for "spiritual" children: people who someone brought into life by bringing them to the 
Lord (Matthew 9:2. 1 Timothy 1:18, 1 Corinthians 4:17). This means that these "children" 
acknowledge their "father", which leads the Bible authors to speak of them as children of God (John 
11:52, Romans 8:16, Ephesians 5:1).

In sum, The leading of the Spirit of God is not confined to the few, but available to all members of 
God's family. That is, it seems to be characteristic of the children of God and is not some special 
gift reserved for extra special holiness but available to all in the family.

7.  Does the Holy Spirit communicate to us through an inner voice, feelings or emotions?

When Christians must make decisions that are not directly addressed by the Word, they are free to 
make their best choice, guided by the Word. 

See the previous question and answer where Paul reminds us that we have to be rational, intelligent 
Christians first and foremost, ahead of being emotional ones. That is, some religious practices may 
suit our emotions but if our mind is not in control then it’s not acceptable. If you think that God 
speaks through emotions or feelings, you may be rather uncertain of what He is communicating 
because emotions and feelings are volatile, up one day and down the next. Indeed, you may be 
fooled by your dreams, feelings, and emotions, all of which can be manipulated, even affected by 
what we eat. 

I have given them your Word (John 17:14), said the Lord, and that should be sufficient. See also 2 
Timothy 3:16-17.

Next, we’ll discuss the Holy Spirit’s Presence.
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He came..He has never left (John Stott)

The Holy Spirit - Presence

We do not need to wait for the Holy Spirit
to come:

3

1. Why is it important to know that we have received the Holy Spirit?

This knowledge provides assurance that we are God’s children, for without the Spirit we do not 
belong to God at all (Romans 8:9; Galatians 4:6; Jude 19). Moreover, as Christians we would not 
know anything about God without His Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:9-12). 

2. When and how do we receive the Holy Spirit?

Paul said to the Ephesians: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit on believing?” (Acts 19:2).

This link between believing and receiving is clear. He wrote later to them:

Having heard the word of truth, the good news of your salvation, you believed in Christ, you were 

sealed for the Holy Spirit by His vow, who is the collateral of our shareholding, until the redemption 

of the purchase, to the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:13-14).

The seal (sphragis) was a wax blob impressed with a distinctive symbol that would secure a message 
and confirm its authenticity, or the instrument with which to make such an imprint, which was 
commonly a signet-ring that an authoritative person would wear on his person. Especially when 
administration and communication began to dominate all forms of government and trade, the king's 
seal quite literally held the realm together. Someone who bore the imprint of the seal was obviously 
assigned an office of great importance, but someone who carried the instrument with which to place 
such seals upon approved goods and people, had the king's power to assess and select, to accept and 
reject, to assign and destroy (Abarim Publications).

But seals also were associated with protection from the spirit world. Ephesus, the capital city of pro-
consular Asia  had the temple of Artemis one of the seven wonders of the ancient world and was 
preoccupied with the black arts. The worship of Artemis included prostitution and mutilation, 
making the residents vulnerable to false magicians and to demonic penetration. She was the home of 
criminals and the temple possessed the right of asylum. Artemis their goddess was girded with the 
"Ephesian Letters" which were spoken or copied onto "amulets” (seals) and such charms were 
carried about and were guaranteed to protect from demonic powers, bring protection on journeys, 
bring children to the childless and success in love or business. From all over the world people came 
to buy these magic ‘seals’.
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3. Do we have to ask the Father for the Holy Spirit in order to have his presence with us?
This would appear to be so as the following statement of Jesus to His disciples suggests:

If you then, although you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him (Luke 11:13).

If we just focus on the words ‘give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him’ it would seem right to 
conclude that we should ask the Father for the Holy Spirit. However, the text of Luke 11:13 itself 
gives a clue as to the meaning, because ‘give the Holy Spirit’ in line two is the parallel of ‘give good 
gifts’ in line one. This is confirmed by examining the parallel narrative on the same topic in Matthew 
7:11:

If you then, although you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him (Matthew 7:11).

In this case, ‘give good gifts’ in line one is repeated in line two instead of ‘give the Holy Spirit’. In 
sum, good gifts are the equivalent of the Holy Spirit; thus, what we are to ask for are the good gifts of 
God. This interpretation is confirmed by studying the wider topic of prayer; nowhere else in the NT 
are we instructed to ask the Father for the Holy Spirit because there is no need to ask for someone that 
Christians, by definition (Romans 8:9), already possess.

4. What does it mean that the Holy Spirit is our Paraclete?

The Greek word "parakletos" is found in John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7, and 1 John 2:1. The history of 
the term in the whole sphere of known Greek and Hellenistic usage outside the NT yields the clear 
picture of a legal adviser, helper or advocate in the relevant court (Word Biblical Commentary). Leon 
Morris observes that, in modern times comfort has come to have a meaning like consolation. It points 
to making the best of a difficult situation, whereas the idea in parakletos is providing the assistance 
that will deliver them from the difficult situation.

As Jesus met with His disciples in the upper room, He stated: "My children, I will be with you only a 
little longer . . . where I am going you cannot come." His disciples were overtaken by a sense of 
bereavement but the Lord gave them great encouragement: "And I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another (‘allos’ another of the same kind) "parakletos" to be with you into the age . . . the 
Spirit of Truth" (John 13:33).

After assuring them that He would not leave them as orphans, He said, I will come to you (v18). The 
futuristic present tense of the verb describes what is going to take place in the future as though it 
were already occurring. The result is an emphatic statement of reassurance of His continued 
presence with them.

However, Jesus clearly says that the parakletos is the Holy Spirit. He hints at the identity of this 
parakletos in John 14:17, by saying, you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 
Christ has been a parakletos to them while He was with them in the flesh. After His resurrection, the 
Holy Spirit would fulfill the same role by living within them. The visible has been being replaced by 
the invisible.

5. What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
It was John the Baptist who declared that the Lord was mightier than he because while John 
baptised only in water, Christ would baptise in the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8).  Indeed, such a baptism 
marked Him out as the Son of God (John 1:33-34). 
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5. Baptism of the Holy Spirit continued

Thus the baptism of the Holy Spirit may be defined as that work of the Son of God Who in the 
sphere of the Spirit places the believer into union with Christ and with other believers in the body of 
Christ at the moment of salvation:

“For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or 
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13).

While Romans 6:1-4 does not mention specifically the Spirit of God, it does describe the same event:
“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no 
means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us 
who were baptised  into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”

The following facts are necessary to help solidify our understanding of Spirit baptism. Firstly, 
nowhere in Scripture are believers told to be baptised with, in or by the Spirit, or in any sense to seek 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This indicates that all believers have had this experience. 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism (Ephesians 4:4-5).

Spirit baptism is the reality for every believer, just as “one hope” and “one faith” are as well.

Next, we’ll discuss the Holy Spirit’s Power.
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The best defence is a good offence.The devil may have better tricks, but we have better weap
ons.

The Holy Spirit - Power

4
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The Holy Spirit - Pentecost

... and began to converse to other tongues

... and began to converse to other tongues

5
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Podium: Pilgrims’ Path

Source: Gil Mezuman 

Israel Antiquities Authority Archaeology Wiki
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1 Corinthians 12-14 and Acts 2 continued

3 Are tongues in Acts 10 and 19 the same?

Here we should also briefly discuss the languages of Acts 10 and 19. In both Acts 10 and Acts 19 

we have new converts (Cornelius and his household in Acts 10, and John’s disciples in Acts 19), 

who spontaneously begin to “speak in languages.” In neither situation is there a language barrier. 

All present when the languages are spoken are believers; so the languages do not serve an 

evangelistic purpose. The languages were also not spoken for the purpose of private prayer.

An important question here is, “With what language would a new convert spontaneously begin to 

praise God?” The answer (which lines up well with 1 Corinthians 14) is that the language speakers 

would spontaneously praise God in the languages with which they were most familiar (i.e., native 

or first languages).

It should be observed that in neither passage is any amazement or ridicule (as in Acts 2) expressed 

in reference to the language speaking. Only in Acts 10 is amazement mentioned, and the 

amazement is in reference to Gentiles receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit: “And the faithful of the 

circumcision were amazed, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 

poured out on the Gentiles also” (Acts 10:45). The reception of the Spirit, not the language 

speaking, was the cause of the amazement. So we can conclude that in Acts 10 and Acts 19 (as in

1 Corinthians 14), people felt moved to praise God from the heart in languages with which they 

were most familiar. 
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